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It was sometime in 1981. *ORCA would publish a souvenir. Mrinal Bhai very quickly
drew the cover. A flying dove. But he was taking much more time to deciding its colour.
Shabbir Bhai of 10™ batch was camped in the press for almost all the time. Hamid Bhai
met an accident and was walking on crutch. But it did not make him less active. He
was coordinating everything as usually. *EC members were busy in collecting adverts.

It was decided that we would interview some elites from different segments of the
society. What do they think of cadet college education? Hamid Bhai jotted down a
guestionnaire. | was assigned an exciting task. Meet poet Shamsur Rahman and ask
those questions to him.

| was a first year DU student in the economics department. It was not difficult to get the
poet's phone number. He was the editor of Dainik Bangla. The poet, who | never had
seen before, told me to go to his office at once.

It was an old building, not impressive at all. He was almost hiding behind a book-full
cupboard. A big secretariat table. He looked like an executive, not an absent minded
poet. Well, that was my thought at that age that poets should be shabby looking and
dressed in un-ironed cloths. Shamsur Rahman surprised my young mind. His extra
bright eyes could read my nervous thinking probably. He smiled at me, invited me to sit
down. | looked at the note prepared by Hamid Bhai and stared asking him questions.
He was speaking slowly and | was able to write down his words in long hand.

But soon a more embarrassing problem arose. He used a word Ovipsha, whose
meaning or spelling was not known to me. Fearfully | asked him the spelling. The poet
was not irritated at all. He explained it to me. Then he looked at the notes that | was
carrying. Hamid bhai's questionnaire was in English, but | was asking question in
Bangla. Poet asked me why it was in English. Again enough reason to make me
nervous. | blushed. Tried to explain it was easier than Bangla. Poet smiled and cut a
serious joke this time. Ami kichu kichu bangla jani.

While we were talking in a quite private environment, a doctor came to check is blood
pressure. It was high. "I know the reason", the doctor said. "You met Indira Gandhi.
Such a beauty, you have every reason to have high blood pressure”. The poet
accompanied Ziaur Rahman to visit India in the week before.



Our interview was again interrupted. The telephone rang. It was a long call. Perhaps
20 minutes. | was ready to start again with giving the poet the clue of where we
stopped. To my extreme surprise, when we resumed, the poet commenced exactly
where we stopped. He was unbelievably smart, sincere and intelligent.

His message, | still remember and want to share with you now. He opined that we
needed cadet colleges for teaching self discipline to new generation. But he said, “Do
not expect that we can have many cadet college projects successful, as quality has a
natural enmity with quantity”. However, the poet recommended that the country should
have more cadet colleges for girls.

He was not an ordinary person. A sound thinking citizen Shamsur Rahman, we mourn
for you. We miss you. We will not have another Shamsur Rahman.

*ORCA - Old Rajshahi Cadets Association
*EC — Executive Committee



