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“The purely lunar calendar (e.g.Hijri)... was introduced by the prophet to release the
common man from dependence on the learned Ulema for finding out time of his religious
observances. The lunar year, starting with the 1% day of the month of Muharram, may
start on any date of the solar year, and the Muhamedan year dlips through the solar year
in 32 ¥ years. But the complete severance of the year with season have been found to be
very inconvenient for the civil purpose.”*
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1 M.N.Saha, The Reform of the Indian Calendar, Presidential Address of the Indian Astronomical
and Astrophysical Society, 1952; The Indian Science News Association, 1952
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“In 1079 A.D. Sultan Jelaluddin Melik Shah of Iran introduced a solar calendar for Iran;
and this was introduced by Emperor Akbar in Indiain 1584 A.D. under the name Tarik-
ilahi. Akber’s calendar was used to date all events from his accession (1556 A.D.) and
was official calendar during the reign of Jehangir and early part of Sahjahan’s reign when
it fell into disuse. But it gave rise to a number of hybrid eras like the Bengali San and the
Falsi erawhich are still in use.”?
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“Hijri year is 11 days shorter than tropical solar years, asit isalunar year. So Hijri year
gets behind the solar year by 11 days every years. In the Hijri year 969, the Emperor
Akbar declared that thenceforth al calculations regarding year would be made according
to solar years.

Bangabda can be derived from the Hijri ear 969 by the solar method of calculation...””
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“After the introduction of Tarikh Ilahi (1556 AD) in the year of his accession to throne by
the Emperor Akbar, the people of Bengal began to use the Surya Sidhanta reckoning, and
the solar year. The Bengali San, we take Hijri year elapsed in 1556 i.e. 963 and add to it
the number of solar years. Thus 1954 AD is (963+1954-1556) 1361 Bangla San.””
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" Collected Works of Meghnad Saha, Vol. 3, Ed. Santimony Chatterjee, Saha Institute of Nuclear
Physics, Orient Longman, 1992.
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“ The Mughal Emperors appear to have strongly felt the necessity of a reformed solar
calender, and a central observatory. The great Akber introduced the Jelali Calender of
Iran, which is one of the best solar calenders, as it take into account precession (Sayana
reckoning), and gives a better approximation to the actual tropical —year length than
even the Gregorian rules. Various Fadli or Harvest calenders sprang up as a result of
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Akber’s reforms within the different provinces of India, but his reform measures were
misunderstood and in the absence of central gidance, these calenders did not take up the
Sayana reckoning, as is the case of with the Iranian calender, but reverted to the orthodox
Nirayana reckonong. Further they took up various local colours and the purpose of
introducing a National Calender was defeated. But it was a worthy attempt, the greatness
of which should be properly appreaciated ....” (Collected Works of Meghnad Saha, Vol.
3, p59, Ed. Santimony Chatterjee, Saha Institute of Nuclear Physics, Orient Longman,
1992) |
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	ZvwiL B Bjvwn t eZ©gvb Kv‡j cÖPwjZ e½v‡ãi mv‡_ mgªvU AvKei cÖewZ©Z ÕZvwiL-B-BjvwnÕ m‡bi †Kvb m¤ú„³Zv i‡q‡Q wK bv Zv wb‡q Av‡jvPbv Kiv hvK| AvKei bvgv †_‡K Rvbv hvq †h mgªvU AvKei bZzb GKwU ag©gZ wØb Bjvwni gZ GKwU bZzb AãI Zvui ivRZ¡Kv‡ji 29Zg erm‡i cÖeZ©b K‡iwQ‡jb| GB bZzb mbwUi MYbv c×wZ wnRix Abym„Z Pv›`ª c×wZi cwie‡Z© n‡e ‡mŠi wfwËK| GB bZzb A‡ãi bvgKib Kiv n‡qwQj ZvwiL-B-Bjvwn| wbtm‡›`‡n mgªvU AvKei 1079 wLª÷v‡ã cvim¨ mgªvU myjZvb Rvjvj DwÏb KZ©K cÖewZ©Z †mŠi MYbv wfwËK Bivbx mb ZvwiL B Rvjvjx Øviv DÏxß n‡qwQ‡jb| Avgiv B‡Zvc~‡e©B ZvwiL B Rvjvjx Aã m¤ú‡K© Av‡jvPbv K‡iwQ|  

