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The Marxist account of history too, Popper held, is not scientific, although it differs in
certain crucial respects from psychoanalysis. For Marxism, Popper believed, had been
initially scientific, in that Marx had postulated a theory which was genuinely predictive.
However, when these predictions were not in fact borne out, the theory was saved from

falsification by the addition of ad hoc hypotheses which made it compatible with the facts.
By this means, Popper asserted, a theory which was initially genuinely scientific



degenerated into pseudo-scientific dogma.
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These factors combined to make Popper take falsifiability as his criterion for demarcating
science from non-science: if a theory is incompatible with possible empirical observations
it is scientific; conversely, a theory which is compatible with all such observations, either
because, as in the case of Marxism, it has been modified solely to accommodate such
observations, or because, as in the case of psychoanalytic theories, it is consistent with all
possible observations, is unscientific. For Popper, however, to assert that a theory is
unscientific, is not necessarily to hold that it is unenlightening, still less that it is
meaningless, for it sometimes happens that a theory which is unscientific (because it is
unfalsifiable) at a given time may become falsifiable, and thus scientific, with the
development of technology, or with the further articulation and refinement of the theory.
Further, even purely mythogenic explanations have performed a valuable function in the
past in expediting our understanding of the nature of reality.
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"There is no royal road to science, and only those who do not dread the fatiguing climb of
its steep paths have a chance of gaining its luminous summits".

-Das Capital Vol-1, 1872
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'What I wish to show is that Marx's "materialist interpretation of history", valuable as it
may be, must not be taken too seriously; that we must regard it as nothing more than a
most valuable suggestion to us to consider things in relation to their economic
background'

-Sir Popper
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"We, at that time, were all materialists, or, at least, very advanced free-thinkers, and to us
it appeared inconceivable that almost all educated people in England should believe in all
sorts of impossible miracles, and that even geologists like Buckland and Mantell should
contort the facts of their science so as not to clash too much with the myths of the book of
Genesis; while, in order to find people who dared to use their own intellectual faculties
with regard to religious matters, you had to go amongst the uneducated, the "great

unwashed", as they were then called, the working people, especially the Owenite
Socialists".

Socialism: Utopian and Scientific - Frederick Engels, 1881
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In a word, the free trade system hastens the social revolution. It is in this revolutionary
sense alone, gentlemen, that I vote in favor of free trade.

-Karl Marx: Speech to the Democratic Association of Brussels at its public meeting of
January 9, 1848
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We all remember how many religious wars were fought for a religion of love and



gentleness, how many bodies were burned alive with the genuinely kind intention of
saving souls from the eternal fire of hell

-Sir Karl Popper
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