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ambeliever’. In his book Amar
Abishvash (My Unbelief,
1997), Azad denounces all
those (‘puhuclans. bureau-

the: role of religion in the his-
tory of mankind.

It wasn't as a writer of prose.
that Azad made his lirerary
debut. His first pul:]nhan

is a mere romantic,” Azad
obsarves.

As a fiction writer, Azad
made a late beginning Iis
Bargarnail (Fifty-six Thousand
Square Miles), was published
in 1994, As spon as it hit the

corruption
and the douw-
ble standards

Politicians).
Even his lat
est 1 L]

ﬂr-""me Bangladesh thndrﬂam

We Want This

show how the politicians and
generals' lust for absolute
over the

of a democratic society.

Given the performances of
the mainstreamn political lead-
ers of Bangladesh, one would

- hardly disagree with Azad’s

analysis of the situation. What
s, however, dangerous is that
Azad has an inherent negative
attitude towards politics as
such, which, if propagated by
an otherwise passionate man,
might contribute to the de-
politicization of a politically
vibrant society — a rather
favourite agenda of the auto-
crats, Azad ostensibly detests.

Besides, the peneralized
charge that politicians are

undermines

of the local

Bangladesh. He ha
duced the Europd
American  feminis
before the Bengali




ject. it, Ba Bangla Sahitver Jibani
which is absolutely unfair” he  (Colourful Lights, or the
observes. His Kabi o Dandita  Biography of Bangla
Apurush (Poet and a Punished Literature), first published in
on-man) also deals with the 1976, is a brilliant portrayal of

in life, i i .

work, critical pmnar- is going through a wvery
chal and male-chauvinistic “Our litera-
attitude of religions towards ture in Bangladesh is, at the

ive censors and  lack of creativity and great
was banned in 1995, ideas," Azad s rueful-
The ban was eventually lift-  ly. for

ed in 2000, following a legal  this phenomenon, he says,
bartle Azad wén in the High “We have, somehow, lost the
Court. AS the legal batle was  agsthetic connection with
m.\mdmmeupwnhmﬂb international literature, espe-
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Bangladesh, He has intro-
duced the Eurcpean and Benjgali literary writers, “They
American  feminist ideas shamelessly belong to this or
before the Bengali readers that political camp.
wha do not have or have limit-  Sloganmongers cannot pro-
ed aceess to English. The cou- duce great literature.”
ple of books would continue Azad is, however, not an
to inspire those, both men and incorrigible pessimist. He
women, committed to have a  believes that the time
society based on gender come some day when things
equality. change for the beuer “A peri-
i contri-  od of vacuum always follows a
bution of Azad to Bangla liter- great period of creativity. The
ature is his compilation of two period between the 1930s and
volumes of essays written the 1960s was a great period
over the last two hundred of our literary creativity. Now
. years. The volumes called we are going through a vacu-
Bangla  Bhasha {Bangla umwhl.dlwnldbedel'l:l‘heh!
) provide the read- followed by another age of
creativity,” Azad concludes B




