
AY UB RULE FOUGHT 
IN EAST PAKISTA 

Growing Autonomy Demand 
Causes a Grave Political 

Crisis for' Government 

By JACQUES XEY.\RD 
Sptslal to The New Svrk Tlrnrs 

1 DACCA, Pakistan, April 19- 
Groiving piBessure for full auton- 
only in isolated East Pakistan 
has confronted the Govcrnmcnt 

I Of Field Marshal Moha~nrnad 
lAyub Khan with a grave politi- 
1 cal crisis. 

East Pakistan, separated froin 
\Vest Pakistan by language, 
culture and nearly 1,000 miles of 
Indian territory, has about 65 
million people, or 55 per cent 
of Pakistan's population. 

Somc leaders in Eatit Pal+ 
stan, \vhicll is Irnnwn also as 
East Bengal. are gaining. public 
support for proposa1s that 
would limit Pakistan's cen- 
tral Government to control over 
only two fields: defense and 
foreign affairs. 
Y M f l  ;TALAL 0 

President Ayub and the men 
around him contend that these 
Bengali lc+dclls ivant indcpcnd- 
cncc. not a11 tono~ny. l'hcjl* dc- 
mand has becn callcd trcasonuns 
on the grottnd that its acl-tic\*@- 
me~lt  would destroy Palcistan. 

ihsist that their d c ~ ~ ~ a i ~ d s  nccd 
not lead to a thrust for indc- 
pendencc if the Ayub Go\~ertl- 
ment is prepared to hc "rciison- 
able." 

lem facing the central Govcrn- 
nlent in far-off RawaIpindi was 
that there appeared to be little 
it could do to prevent the for- 
mation of a breakaway regilnc 
if that was what the Ecng(zlis 
decided they wanted. Z'hcl-e arc 
relatively few ~overnment 
troops in the rovince-most of 
their officers i! o not speak Ben- 
gali-and the building up of 
troop strength would requim 
ei Wer India's permission for 
military flights or , a 3,000- 
mile air or sea trip by way of 
Ceylon. 

Compounding the problem is 
the possibilit that concessions B to Bengali ernands would be 
interpreted in West Pakistan as 
a sign of the regime's weak- 
ness, The Government has been 
widely criticized in West Pakis- 
t:*n for the "weakness" It 
showed by a p i n g  to a cease- 
fire with India last September 
without getting a settlement of 
the Kashmir question. 
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The advocates of E ~ s t  Pp.k- 
is :an's autonomy insist tha t  
they want neither the destruc- 
tion of Pakistan nor indepen- 
dence, but only a restoration of 
full political rights for the pprt 
of Pakistan where most Pak- 
istcnis live. 

"We are fed up with being 
treated as an occupied prov- 
ince," a Bengali politician said, 
"We were exploited for 200 years 
by the British before indepen- 
dence, and for the 18 years 
since independence we've been 
exploited by West Pakistan." 
The Ayub Government says 

that while this was true under 
previous regimes, including 
those headed by Hast Palcistanis, 
East Pakistan has enjoyed as 
much political freedom as West 
Pakistan and a growing share 
of national economic develop- 
ment f~ulds since Marshal Ayub 
came to power in 1958. 

A senior official of the Ayub 
Government said this week that 
East Pakistan had more au- 
tonomy than the American 
)states and that Were was na 
chance that It would get more. 

As East Pakistanis describe, 
it, their autonomy consists of 
a Governor appointed by Pres- 
ident Ayub and responsible only 
to him and a set of administra- 
tive officials responsible onlyl 
to the Governor, with popular 
representation limited to an 
indirectly elected rubber-s tamp 
legislature. 

The call $or real autonomy 
has been a persistent undertone 
in East Bengal almost from the 
day Pakistan received indepen- 
dence from Britain in 1947, but 

cIamor had never reached 
the current level. 1 

Much more separates the two1 
parts of Pakistan than Indian 
territory. East Pakistan is 
Southeast Asian, a rice-eating,, 
perpetually humid river delta 
land. West Pakistan is Middle 
Eastern, a wheat-eatlng, often 
rainless desert land.: 

Virtually a11 East Pakistanis, 
a small, slightly buiIt, teacol- 
ored people, speak Bengali. The 
West Pakistanis, most of whom 
are tall, heavy bofied and often 
fair skinned, speak half a dozen 
languages, none remotely like 
Bengali. 

It- is often said that the only 
readily apparent links between 
the two sections are a common 
belief in Islam and the fact 
that both were formed out of 
heavily Moslem are@ of the 
former British Indian Empire. 

According to Bengali political 
leaders, jourrtalisb and locacl ~ f -  
f icials, enthusiasm for ~utonomy 
has grown tremendously siace 
early this year. They. said the 
pressuie arose from the f e e h g  
of complete isolation from, and. 
utter dependence on, West Paki- 
stan that gripped East Pakistan 
during the war with India over 
Kashrnir last fall. 

Almost aU the fighting took, 
place along the border between 
West Pakistan and India, but 
East Pakistanis feel that be- 
cause they had only one division 
of troops in a province sur- 
rounded on three sides by India 
they were at the mercy of the 
Indians throughout the war. 

"While West Pakistan was 
using its American tanks and 
American planes to  fight India 
for the pr.ecious 5 million Kash- 
miriq 65 million Bengalis were 
left to fight with' their bare 
hands if the Indians had at- 
tacked us,'* an East Pakistani 
e m i d  
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At the front of the. current 
drive for autonomy is Elheik 
Mujibur Rahrnan, president of 
the moderately socialist Ease 
Pakistan Awaml People's ! 
League. Publication by Mr. W- 
msn of a slx-point demand for 
autono~y, called "Our Right' to 
Wve," brought charges by the 
Ayub Govenunent that ha* is a 
udlmptionlst'*~ bent on wreck- 
ing the lntegrfty" of the na- 
tion. = 

Mr. Rahman'~ demnds are 
these: 
9A federal parlimehtary 

government with a popularIy 
elected legiS1ature m the su- 
preme power should be esfab- 
lishd, 

¶The government should 00x1- 
trol only defenae and foreign 
affairs, Wth a11 other powers 
remaining with the federating 
states, 

clThe "Right of capital" from 
East Pakistan to West Pskls- 
tan should be stopped. Either 
separate currencies or separate 
fiscal policies should be estab- 
lished. 

P ~ N R  :JALPL @ 

9ll'he federal government 
should share h state taxes fur 
meeting its expenses but would 
have no taxing power. 

QEach of the federating 
states should engage in foreign 
trade on its own account and 
have full control over its earqed 
foreign exchange. 
QA militia or paramilitary 

force should be established in 
East Pakistan. 
In its first efforts to counter 

the demands of Mr. Rahman 
and other Bengsll leaders with 
similar proposals, the Govern- 
ment tried to stress that. the 
autonomy movement was a lun- 
atic fringe and without popu- 
lar s~pport. NOW, however; the 
official Une .is *that the drive is 
an Indian plot financed by the 
United States. 

Bengali leaders concede that 
the province's economy is heav- 
ily interrelated with thst of In- 
dia and that Bengalis have lost 
heavily because Bf the refusal 
of the central Government to 
re-establish normal trade rela- 
tions ~ 4 t h  India, But they deny 
any political links with the In- 
dians. 
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Ayub's Rule Combated 
by  the Eas Pakistanis 
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, Unrest in the East May Split Pdistau 

n o  Wa&ston port Aprll 24. 1966 

BY Cyril Dunn 
Tlrs London Qbamwr 

DACCA, East P a k l s t a a ,  
:lPril23--Pakistan h in danger 
,oI splitting in ttro. 

Convinced that thelr 1-ulner- 
able land was left defweless 
by their rulers in the  vest 
during Inst September's war 
with Indla, the Bengalf politi- 
cians of East Paklstan are de- 
mandlng the return of full 
Western-style democracy and 
a prpvincial autonomy that 
ver es on total independence. 

&e gr~vest view of this eri- 
%s is being taken by President 
Ayub Khan himself. Speaking 
here in his eastern capital this 
week, Ayub said that if the 
Bengal "dfsruptionisb" were 
allowed to have their way they 
would brSng nbout "the doom 

,of the nation." 
On Monday, the police ar- 

resled Sheikh Majibur Rah- 
man, president af the East 
Pakistan Awami League and 
slgnetory of a gi~~point formu- 
la. The autonomy campaigners 
have always set out their case 
as a sedes of points from bhe 
time the provincial assembly 
voted unanimously for autona- 
my, long before Ayub seized 
p o w e r  in 1958, an4 Ayub 
apokesrnen h a v e shW3gd 
them off as "the points wal- 
lehs," 

Ic/l,/+{ 3A-C  AL.> ,G3 

Gaining Support 

~ u t  today the points wallahs 
seem to command growing 
public support. Shelh Mejibur 
2nd his Awami League nrgue 
that only by running her own 
affairs and eontrollng her own 
resources can East Pakistan 
hope to stend against external 
Ihreats. 
The line wins audiences be- 

xuse for 17 days last Septem- 
ber. East Pakista~ was prac- 
tically isolated from the world. 
Except for a barely passable 
hlll frontier with Burma and 
s useless outlet to the sea 
thmugh the mouth8 sf the 
Ganges, the province is entire- 
ly surrounded by India. Par 
the duration of the war she 
was cut off from West Pakib 
stan, her only some of mifii- 
lary and civil help, by more 
than 1000 mHw of hostile 'In- 
rlian territory. 

I t  is true that when the 
fighting bcgm there waa a 
great upsurge of gakiotlc 
fervor among the Bengalis. 
Posters still survive here in 
Dacca showing the Infffal let- 
ters of West and East Pakistan 
conjoined &o form a massive 
"we" acwss the Indian gap. 
But since then it h a  dawned 
on the people of the East that 
If the war had lasted $or 17 
months they could scatccly 
have rutvived. 
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Anxtous for Separation 
Realizing this, Bengalis seem, 

anxlous to separate them- 
selves, not only from thelr 
rulers in the Weat, but also 
from the Western opposition 
to Ayub. 
They do not  seem as eagm 

as their Wetern comrades 
are to renew the .battle ior 
Kashmlr, where there are 
fewer Masllms than in Che 
neighboring Indian state of 
West Bengal, They have re- 
fused to toofn the Western op- 
Do~iUon In a campalgn apalnrrt 
the Tashkent peace egroemen t 
wjth India, and they appear 
lcss fervent *an most West 
Paklstanls anc about a prom* 
atlve fciendship with Com- 
munist Chlna 

Sheikh Majlbw was let out 
on ball soon dler hls me~t 
He is ij,pborn of a land-Own- 
ing family and obviously hard- 
driven by Bengali patriotism. 
He has the electric vitality of 
his people, baeked up by a 
powerful physique and hand- 
same face. Considering his 
delicete sf tua tlon, he spoke 
with astonishing boldness aad 
was not restrained by his 
aides' efforts to slip in madi- 
fyhg clauses. 
Re has a way of jdentifying 

himself with East Pakistan, on 
a "l'etat, c'est moi" basis. "I 
do not like to be a colony of 
anyone any more," %e said. 
"Our government is fighting 
for a referendum in Kashmir, 
Let it have a referendum 
here on the six points, and it 
will find 8?1 per cent of the 
people behM me" 

Denies Xndependenoe Aim 
Like many others here, 

hfajibur believes the Bengalis 
of the East are belng run, to 
their detriment, by the Pun- 
jnbii of the West. But he flat- 
ly denies that his aim is in- 
dependence. He points out 
that his formula seeks precise- 
ly the same kind of provincial 
autonomy for West Palttstan. 
The sole flrnctions left to a 
federal government wDuld be 
foreign aPfo5rs and defense, 
but even this authority would 
be diminished if the Awami 
League had its way; its for- 
mula .also demands for East 
Pakistan a militia of her own. 
A high official of the Ayub 

regime said angrily that this 
can mean nothing but a d e  
mmd for total provincial sov-' 
ereignty, the division of Pak- 
istan into two separate states. 

But some people here be-: 
liove President Ayub is wildly 
exaggerating this threat to 
Pakistan's integrity and say 
he was "badly advised" when 
he delivered hia 6 mitt 0 lt s 
speech about dvU war. They 
sag the opposition leaders are 
aW as deeply divided as ithiy 
were jn the bad old days, 
when, in Fwsldent Ayub's 
view, they brought chaos and 
anarchy to  the state. 

They say that while Bengali 
nationalism I s  strong i t  1s not, 
stronger than E a t  Bengal's' 
sdhmnce Q &B Muslim re- 
Uglon. They agree &at public 
feeling ha6 lately crystallized, 
behind Majibur's slx poi&, 
but say ltho general aim is 
simply to enforce new conces 
sions to Ben~aU interests, 

Yet the President and his 
aldes dill seem tm teke this 
curtent crlsh in East PaMstnn 
seriously. They may feel tlwt 
if anyone in East BWgal 
chosc to follow Rhodesia's 
course and make a udlakral I deolaratim of independence, 
the rulers in the west could 
do UKle or nothing ta thwart 
it. 


