One of Pakistan’s Two
Worlds Is in Ferment

By Warren Unna
Wharhipaton Post Forman Beevien

D;\CC;\, LEast Paklstan— IL lins heen
a hot manth in Eust Bengal, and

the politlenl temperature ls simmering
as well. Trouble may come agaln next
month as fahd last i vising food prices
exelte people In the countryside cnough
to couse them o join chy dwellers In

prolest demonsiralions.

The Bengali-speaking people of East
Pakistan figure they coislitule ahout
€0 per cenl of Lhe country's population,
earn most of the forelgn cxchange
through salg of Jule—nand yet gel short-
changed in secif-government, economic
development and evon militnry delonse.

Some wanl Uhis aroa lo become

aulanomaus, and perhaps separale fram
West Pakistan. Bul most people say
they want pnly n “fnbr deal”
" Paklstan President Ayuh Khan says,
anil prabably rightly, that he has Hloune
more tn redress ast Poakistan’s griev-
pnces than any other jeader, He thinks
{hat by 1985 East I'akjsian can calch
up with the West after mnny yewrs of
gettng the short end—under Brilish
culoninl adwmintstrationsas well as under
{ndependent Pakistan’s orlginal Muslim
League rule,

Ayub lonks on the current prolest
moves as sciitious, and almed at scces-
sion and not just a fulr doal. He has
Hkened Lho prolesis lo tho Amerlean
Bouth's move toward clyll war.a century
pgo and threalened o answer in the

"~ “Janguage -pI  weapous,” ‘The Jiasi
© Bengalis Interpret thls as a warplng
Lhat (helr protesls may he put down hy
Avuba Punjebt army iy the West and
Miave grown-even angrier,

-Strike Cullnd .

OW AYUDB'S goverpment has vlpsed
N down East Bengul's leading ncws-
.paper, Iefag. and  JoHed ils edilor,
oonoe ol I'akXstan’s most respected, s
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fazzul Ilusaln, This has Impelled all
Paklstan Journalists—from the \West a5
well as the East—to cull for a nallongl
protest strike on Tuesday, .

Arub, a professional soldler, never
has llked or anderstnod the Lactiept
compromises gl a politlejun. And In
Ea¥t Deugal, he ins permitiee no really

sendive polltictans Lo represent him in
s povernment. Bevnuse of the gull In
widlerstanding  and Interprelation be-
lween Last Pakistan's Bengall Innguage
and the Uvdu 'spoken In the West, it
ook a long while for Ayuh (o hear that
Jttefug editor Husain’s oblique refer-
ences Lo the folly of a Sykarno realjy
werp dopleling a unlformed prosident
ut home,

Avub’s goveinmenl hap  Jalled gli
stanificant moewmbers of (he aulonomy-
wecking Awanil  Lepgue, he group
wliph led the yuccesstul pratest dem-
onslvntion here on June 7 and 8 dn
which all busifess enme to p halt aud
ten penple were klled by pollee. Tt
was  the  lucgest  civil  disturpoange
cnsttally lst sinee Independence, '

The sudden heginning of the monsogn
preventes [urther massacre duving the
“untivepression™ demonstration of Jupe
17 to 20. The' Bengalls gimply dlin't
wanl tp venturo eut inlo the rrin And
only one hlack protest flag was holsted
—aver the Awami Leaguce's headquar-

lera,

The CIA Again?
T 18 BECGWUMING habltual around
Lthe warld lo blanie the Ameriean
Central Intvlligence Agency for un-
toward distorbances and CiA 14 thougint,
somchow, ta he heblnd the aulonomy
moyt  here—aoven by pro-Amarlean
memhers ol Lthe government, They haya
some vague notion  (hat  Amerleaps

wougltd Hke (o separate Epst and West

Pakistan In orcder 1o help India,
This supposeilly eould bepur hy ellher



couplng  Pakistan’s East Bengal to
Indla's West Bengal, or making it a
“highway" should Indlan treops have
to pass through on thelr way to India's
isolatefd Assam front against China,
Actually, many East Bengalis have
refused to buy West Pakislan's Kash-
mir eause agalnst Indla and would ke
{o re-ostabilshy some of their pre-partl-
tlon trade tles with the other Bengal,

whieh centers avound Caleulta. One
local pditor explplned: "The govern-

ment In the Wost thinlks that esconomlce
relations would be harmful for us. Thoy
have kept India from buylng our jute.
The cconomy of DEast Pakistan has
boon deslroyed for polltleal reasons.”

Zabhiruddin, a local attorney and
oxeculive secretary of the Awaml
League, and the group’'s only spokes.
man out of jall, expialned Lhat the
League hecame persuaded in favor of
autonomy after last fall's war with
Indla.

“For 17 days we wore completely

isalatod,” Zahlruddin sald In an inler-
viow. "You couldn’t write a letler (o
West Pakisian. You coukin’l leave East
Paklstan, We were left defenscless
milltarlly. This sense of isolatlon gave
us a {eoling that unless wo nare soll-

sufliclient thls kind of ‘unily' will nol
help us very much. We must have our
own politlcal and economle rights.”

Dismember the West

HAUKAT ALI KHAN, treasurcr ol
the East Pakistan Nallonal Awnml

Tarty, a leftist-oriented group whose
leaders are net In Jall, thinks a better
halance between Easl and Weost might
be nehleved 1L the West wern to be dis-
menibored jnlo the four provinces 1t
contained during Dritish days: Punjab,
Sind, Northwest Frontier and Baluchi-

sian. .

Dul nelther (he Awaml League nor
thu Nationnl Awami Pdrly really speaks
for the dlscontentod mlddie class,
which wants a falv deal. Ironleally, the
clvl] sevviee mud the police are partleu-
larly arvdemnt because they feel [frus-
trated In trying.lo run a govornment in
East Paklstan whleh, aceording to some,
Iz nathing but a letler drop to convey
requesis to the natlonal cepltel of
Rawalpindt In the West.

Il the cwurrent lloods continue tlo
ruln the rice paddies, as well as the
Jule cash erops, and prices for the basie
rice mecal continue Lo rise, lLhere I8
definlle fear that ihe pousants may
Joln the clty middle cinssos i whatever
new protest movement lakes shape,

1Tow to prevent Lhis?

Qbservera say It Is nol morely &
matier of replacing Ayub's governor
here, Tor any Bengall awlomatically
tnkes on the coloratlon of a Quisling
when he becomes (he central govern-
menl's man,

Instead, you hear the plea for more
loenl authorily, True, the new, and
third, five-yenr plan may bne allocating
more development money to the TEast.

. But what good Is I, Lthey say, If all the

approval and Implementation must be
carrled out {rom Rawalpindi?

Also, tho suggestlon has been made
Lhat I'resident Ayuh visit his eastenir
pravinee al leasl more ofl(en than (he
lwo Gines he hag como here sa foar 1his
vear, Ahd there Is a desire that the
Mresldent learn enough of tho Bengall

Clanguage to at least Introgueé  hils

speoches before on Inlterproler Lakes
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