35 IN DACCA FACE |
SECESSION CHARGE

Casein East Pakistan Poses |

- Threat to Ayub Regimea

By JOSEPH LELYVELD
lmu‘m'mor{m York TUney

DACCA, Pakistan, Aug. 4—}

The trial of 35 Bengalis charged
with plotting the secession of

East Pakistan has suddenly]

turned into the most serious
test the r<gime of President
Mohammad Ayub Xhan has

had to face in 'the disgruntled|

province in sevcral years.
The state case contends thal

the leader of a movement for|
the province’s autonomy, Sheik{
Mujibur Rabhman, headed the|

secessionist conspiracy and in-
vited Indian support. |

The fact that Sheik Mujibur|

-

had been held in jail for nearly
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two years on no charge before
the conspiracy was uncovered
leads opponents of the Ayub
regime here to the conclusion
that the Sheik himself has been
the victim of an official con-|
spiracy.

This week, as a special tr-
bunal started : hearing testl-]|
mony, the defense outlined its
case in'. explicitly political|
termas, as if it was the regime
that was really on trial and
not the 35 dJdefendants.




Colonization Charged

The Bengalis of East Pakis
tan often contend that they

have been “colonized” by the}
Punjabis of West Pakistan,|

1,000 miles away across the
vast expanse of India.

They note that though they
have nearly 60 per cent of the
nation's 105 million population

and foreign earnings, they en-|

joy a markedly smaller share
of political influence, position
and development.

The chief defense counsel
declared that the conspiracy
charges against the 35 Bengalis
had been ‘falsely concocted to
sabotage the just demands of
East Pakistan.” Almost imme-
diately this contention received
what appeared to many Ben
galis to be powerful support,

Tortures Described
The second witness ‘called

by the prosecution, a former|
seaman named Kamaluddia}

Ahmed, broke down in court

and . finally asserted that he|
had been tortured and threat-|

ened with death by army in-
telligence officials to induce

him to testify falsely against{
Sheik Mujibur and other op-|

position leaders.

An army brigadier helped to
dictate his statment after he
gave in, he said. Letters smug-
gled out of jail to his wife that
vividly described several gross
tortures were submitted as evl
dence and reprinted the next
morning in one of the local
newspapers—probably the most
damaging allegation against the
Ayub regime ever to be openly|
circulated here.

The prosecution promised
medical testimony that would
disprove the allepation of tor-
ture, but this was undercut by
the witness’s statement that
one of the doctors who cx-
amined him whispered at the|
time, “my hands are tied and
I have no eyes.”

India Role Alleged

The secessionist plot was
alleged to have involved an
Indian diplomat, who was ex-
pelled at the end of last year
at the time of the arrest of the
35 Bengalis. The diplomat was
said to have turned over the
cquivalent of about $3,200 to
the conspirators.
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It has been pointed out that
this would be a fairly cheap
price for a sccession but not,
perhaps, an unreasonable price
for information about one, The
Indians arec said to have
backed away from a pledge
to supply arms because of mis-
givings about the “caliber” of
the conspirators.

The defendants are a mixed
group of junior military oflfl-
cers, enlisted men and civil
servants. Their relatively low
status initially led many ob-|
scrvers to dismiss the plot as
cquixotic. But since there are
no cadres of high-ranking ol-
ficers from East Pakistan In
the country's armed forces,
the list of plotters could not
have been much more Im-
presslve. -

The evidence the siate has
put forth so far indicates that
the plot had been in existence
for moro than three years,

But it has had serious con-
sequences. According to some
accounts, military intelligence
suspects many East Pakistan
officials of having been in-
plicated, at least to the cxtent
of having known of the plol's
existence and doing nothing lo
stop it. .

The dcfendants are heing
tried by a military tribunal,
Thera =Ul be no appeal from
the cour’s verdict, which may
not be handed down for more

than a yea Mpn¢ JALALG)
THE NEWVORK TIMES AVL. 51948




