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The political programme of Sheikh Mujib's Awami League, over-
whelminly endorsed by the people of East Pakistan in the recent elections,
sought to correct these disparities by transferring control over economic
policy from the Central Government to the Provinces. The response of
Yahya Khan's Government was to unleash a resign of terror whose full
dimension are only gradually becoming known.*
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The military government, although it allowed elections, never indented to
hand over real power to the people. Their calculation was that once
election were held different parties would share the seats. There would be
political chaos in the country and they would be able to discredit
politicians once again to perpetuate their rule. But the election results
shattered their plan. The promise to transfer power which Yahya Khan
made soon after he came to power, as only a caretaker government, was a
promise with a hidden meaning.?
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...from the election time, election results were in, Bhutto began trying to
deny to the East the right to get the kind of constitution it wanted. Bhutto,
a feudal landlord and former foreign minister with a brilliant but
opportunistic career, had won in the West on socialistic promises to the
poor. His obstructive manoeuvers against Rahman served the interests of
the Western elite, however, rather than poor.
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...the bits and pieces that have come to light make it clear that the power
establishment in the West never intended to let Sheikh Mujib win a single
measure of autonomy for East Pakistan.*
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...while he [Yahya] negotiated with Mujib, his General planned carnage.’
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...it is clear now that the West Pakistanis never meant the talks to succeed,
that they dragged them out only to buy the time to get enough troops
reinforcements over from West Pakistan to launch the attack.’
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...troops were flowing in daily from West Pakistan and many Bengali
began to believe that the negotiations were being deliberately prolonged to
give the Government in West Pakistan time to get heavy reinforcements to
the East.?

® The Guardian, 31 March '71.

® The Baltimore Sun, 30 March '71. [...they [Pakistan Army] flew in more troops from West Pakistan.]
" The New York Times, 4 April '71.
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...people asleep in the Bazaar were shot. In the morning the victims were
still lying there with rugs on them as if they were still sleeping.®
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...the Army seized control of Dacca on Thursday night and gunfire
including heavy artillery was heard till late on Friday morning. Huge fires
burnt in the direction of Dacca University.™
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200 Students were killed in Igbal Hall when their rooms were sprayed
with Machinegun fire ... the military removed many of the bodies but the

® The Daily Telegraph, 30 March '71.
10 The Washington Star, 1971.



30 bodies still there could never accounted for all the blood in the
corridors of Igbal Hall.*
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President Yahya Khan's tanks have been ordered into destructive action,
no holds barred against the people of East Pakistan; and in grim logic the
enemy must be the whole people because they had declared this with rare
unanimity for demands of self-rule.*?
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...on the morning of March 26 ... they [Pakistan Army] went about
systematically destroying the entire old city of Dacca. The Army shot
every person in the old city and burnt inside their homes. The biggest
massacre was in Hindu locality. The Army then rushed to its next target,
the C?Sntre of Sheikh Mujib's supporters. The carnage continued till the
night.
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