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The political programme of Sheikh Mujib's Awami League, over-
whelminly endorsed by the people of East Pakistan in the recent elections,
sought to correct these disparities by transferring control over economic
policy from the Central Government to the Provinces. The response of
Yahya Khan's Government was to unleash a resign of terror whose full
dimension are only gradually becoming known.*
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The military government, although it allowed elections, never indented to
hand over real power to the people. Their calculation was that once
election were held different parties would share the seats. There would be
political chaos in the country and they would be able to discredit
politicians once again to perpetuate their rule. But the election results
shattered their plan. The promise to transfer power which Yahya Khan
made soon after he came to power, as only a caretaker government, was a
promise with a hidden meaning.?
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...from the election time, election results were in, Bhutto began trying to
deny to the East the right to get the kind of constitution it wanted. Bhutto,
a feudal landlord and former foreign minister with a brilliant but
opportunistic career, had won in the West on socialistic promises to the
poor. His obstructive manoeuvers against Rahman served the interests of
the Western elite, however, rather than poor.®

T AT ©fR A ({9 FC [0S =0, AP O | TR AT I~ P8l IL
Too AL AR 00 TRIFIF FCE O TR AW I ANH BRI Sl
Fie A P8 (1 | AARE *PTF S VTR [S6re *PTed Io41 FA0aT ©Iid
(P F© TR F— I ACATTF WAL ANRE (& SqRei TSR | (WS
WEE A TS 9 Z0E AR AR @I AR (713 O3 & Wb
2Ttz S5 #ifs G, ¥ @O e wrein Aftam SfseE Zfire AR ewR
e G S, FOFS TR | @ TSRS (e @i (e e 7w
IO TIF M9 | S AR Sy AR ¢ Serepieal a8 wgesd ol-
TG AfRTS =Y SRR AT | 2 F-I0H AR T W W BIFIR Aeee
(TG 9T | BT CHIGAE (9 WO (0P ST, ff@w (A0 TMa9p 48 swon
fifere FdToR Semes @iRafowe 2re A | Al Trer T @3 e, A

% The Sunday Times, 18 April '71.
® The Evening Star [Washington], 8 July '71.



Jrelfer @ <@ AET AT [E | FEATOR NN e i sl AT
M-S FIAR B, W QU (A2 &F =Y A FhToR @, e @ | [
B WRRE AGKACS O TGP T | 93 ZFOE A v [fey g
GEASA A ST ALY TG, Gre YO Jgy I I0A ¢ (T R @I AR T |
B! fReRmpieTcas SBee RIepTer RS 27 AR %K | QG AL G5
TAHE AF O 29 A SST@ I | TFy] B (ACF FAFE 01 7S GIFo] $3-
TOR FF S 391 2 | 07 M A1, (o7, [ 27oiem R0 @ Ae-amiers
JCHRI N ST eI Ao (ATF | I EEIER S FIPRTE wy (AE! 7,
G125 (ACF BIROT 2G| KRB, 7 I F- 8 Ao JIGNTCR RO
HroRE (T = | @v REIR L g cSieifers =i e e (@i e
SRPTS &I G ¢ KON AEH AN G, QSR HAH©— W G
I, K A0 IR — (<12 ek a2 |

831 Wp ey B el ¢ SR Wt = A | 9T TSI [AE 9N
®, BIFR ST R@RNE Tog Fare A 3560 iRl @32 BB el =i
SelfE T A @I SRS Al AR | YR S| e SRce
IS Tofl I | G0 TOIRCSeR Sl Ia (TS &F IR | TAOH, AN,
ofe] IR WGE TR (4 | I[E T | &F =7 JEIRe PRIl ACwes; a3
AT TQET (SRS WSAT A (T9rg AN’ -7 T e el
FRe- U3 ‘g MR -9 AReIe T | IENWMEE TG o W3a— Gio Aifer’s
@QTET SF R0 SSART A9l @S | AfeeE e (7 5eICR. SSAR AlCe
fefdre sz sl FCes IRTR o (<14 YfGRCTF A SATCAR AR 67
T, SRR oRMEE BrA AT Wi St wge o wd = FWIfRA 8 wrll
TIHAIRTAR | S 5@ S0 9641 (B2 Ti- @ @Fio JF-ARFere 161 | AES
T IR AGIECE GTT AGITS T9j1 TS | A o | JAdFos i wifers
7oyl A1 Qe G o TR Al |

...the bits and pieces that have come to light make it clear that the power
establishment in the West never intended to let Sheikh Mujib win a single
measure of autonomy for East Pakistan.*
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..while he [Yahya] negotiated with Mujib, his General planned carnage.”
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...itis clear now that the West Pakistanis never meant the talks to succeed,
that they dragged them out only to buy the time to get enough troops
reinforcements over from West Pakistan to launch the attack.’
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...troops were flowing in daily from West Pakistan and many Bengali
began to believe that the negotiations were being deliberately prolonged to
give the Government in West Pakistan time to get heavy reinforcements to
the East.?
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® The Baltimore Sun, 30 March '71. [...they [Pakistan Army] flew in more troops from West Pakistan.]
" The New York Times, 4 April '71.
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...people asleep in the Bazaar were shot. In the morning the victims were
still lying there with rugs on them as if they were still sleeping.’
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...the Army seized control of Dacca on Thursday night and gunfire
including heavy artillery was heard till late on Friday morning. Huge fires
burnt in the direction of Dacca University.™

TS @IS S@wed SledaE vace AeE | B Ta ovw wiffe s v
S{TFell TR, T8 fErieaTa T | SE-I0HR AGLI BIFIF AW ANCEIA =7 BIISPSTel
RT FCI B AN 90z T R AR 57— 1 It wfere [REIE | Seriifars-Rerem
A AN GHfF NN (AT @l 2re A0 g TS TS Tofl F 0T |
RS TWE (73, AF 79 @F O “vr MNHre | Q0 S ¢ Mo Aeife™
TRRIGTS, 7N A (@F WF %9 Yofe2 @F— @ owiten (@3, TR *=d @
IR TR | ANFARNT @2 7op, «Fe, FqoAD TR AP oy [cece
TR F | AETT G0 29 (EBIE 27 200R |

° The Daily Telegraph, 30 March '71.
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200 Students were killed in Igbal Hall when their rooms were
sprayed with Machinegun fire ... the military removed many of
the bodies but the 30 bodies still there could never accounted
for all the blood in the corridors of Igbal Hall.*!
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President Yahya Khan's tanks have been ordered into
destructive action, no holds barred against the people of East
Pakistan; and in grim logic the enemy must be the whole
people because they had declared this with rare unanimity for
demands of self-rule.*”
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...on the morning of March 26 ... they [Pakistan Army] went
about systematically destroying the entire old city of Dacca.
The Army shot every person in the old city and burnt inside
their homes. The biggest massacre was in Hindu locality. The
Army then rushed to its next target, the Centre of Sheikh
Mujib's supporters. The carnage continued till the night."
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