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"While approving and endorsing the action taken by the Council and the Working
Committee of the All India Muslim League, as indicated in their resolutions dated
the 27" of August, 17" & 18" of September and 22" of October, 1939, and the
3rd of February, 1940 on the constitutional issue, this session of the All India
Muslim League emphatically reiterates that the scheme of federation embodied
in the Government of India Act 1935 is totally unsuited to, and unworkable in the
peculiar conditions of this country and is altogether unacceptable to Muslim
India.

"It further records its emphatic view that while the declaration dated the 18" of
October, 1939 made by the Viceroy on behalf of His Majesty's Government is
reassuring in so far as it declares that the policy and plan on which the
Government of India Act, 1935, is based will be reconsidered in consultation with
various parties, interests and communities in India, Muslims in India will not be
satisfied unless the whole constitutional plan is reconsidered de novo and that no
revised plan would be acceptable to Muslims unless it is framed with their
approval and consent.

"Resolved that it is the considered view of this Session of the All India Muslim
League that no constitutional plan would be workable in this country or
acceptable to the Muslims unless it is designed on the following basic principles,
viz., that geographically contiguous units are demarcated into regions which
should be constituted, with such territorial readjustments as may be necessary
that the areas in which the Muslims are numerically in a majority as in the North
Western and Eastern Zones of (British) India should be grouped to constitute
‘independent states’ in which the constituent units should be autonomous and
sovereign.

"That adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards should be specifically
provided in the constitution for minorities in these units and in the regions for the
protection of their religious, cultural, economic, political, administrative and other
rights and interests in consultation with them and in other parts of India where
the Muslims are in a minority adequate, effective and mandatory safeguards



shall be specifically provided in the constitution for them and other minorities for
the protection of their religious, cultural, economic, political, administrative and
other rights and interests in consultation with them.

"The Session further authorizes the Working Committee to frame a scheme of
constitution in accordance with these basic principles, providing for the
assumption finally by the respective regions of all powers such as defense,
external affairs, communications, customs, and such other matters as may be
necessary."*
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! The Lahore Resolution: March 23, 1940 — Lahore.
% 0n 15 April 1941 the Lahore Resolution was incorporated as a creed in the constitution of the All-India Muslim
League in its Madras session.
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"You are free; you are free to go to your temples, you are free to go to your
mosques or to any other place of worship in this State of Pakistan. You may
belong to any religion or caste or creed — that has nothing to do with the
business of the State... We are starting with this fundamental principle that we
are all citizens and equal citizens of one State [...] | think we should keep that in
front of us as our ideal and you will find that in due course Hindus would cease to
be Hindus and Muslims would cease to be Muslims, not in the religious sense,
because that is the personal faith of each individual, but in the political sense as
citizens of the State."®
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® Quaid-e-Azam, Mohd Ali Jinnah's speech on August 11, 1947.
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The Basic Democracies system was set up as five-tiers institutions. Tier one was
composed of union councils, one each for groups of villages having an
approximate total population of 10,000. Each union council comprised ten
directly elected members and five appointed members. Union councils were
responsible for local agricultural and community development and for rural law
and order maintenance; they were empowered to impose local taxes for local
projects. Tier two: consisted of the tehsil (subdistrict) councils, which performed
coordination functions. Tier three: the district (zilla) councils were composed of
nominated official and non-official members, including the chairmen of union
councils. The deputy commissioners chaired this body. The district councils were
assigned both compulsory and optional functions pertaining to education,
sanitation, local culture, and social welfare. Tier four: the divisional advisory
councils coordinated the activities with representatives of government
departments. Tier five: consisted of one development advisory council for each
province and chaired by the governor who was appointed by the pres;ident.7
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* Public Officers Disqualification Order (PODO).
® Elective Bodies Disqualification Order (EBDO).
° Basic Democracies

" A. R. Choudhury.
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The second Indo-Pakistani conflict (1965) was also fought over Kashmir and
started without a formal declaration of war. The war began in August 5, 1965 and
was ended Sept 22, 1965. The war was initiated by Pakistan who since the
defeat of India by China in 1962 had come to believe that Indian military would
be unable or unwilling to defend against a quick military campaign in Kashmir,
and because the Pakistani government was becoming increasingly alarmed by



Indian efforts to integrate Kashmir within India. There was also a perception that
there was widespread popular support within for Pakistani rule and that the
Kashmiri people were disatisfied with Indian rule.*
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