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Pakistan Stretches the Koran1 . -  -.- 

To Fit Modern ~equirementsl 
Finance Minister ' .  Holds Economic Justice 

Is 'Sine Q . ~ $ N ~ ~  :. of'.All Social Justice' 
.. ', 

By C. L SULZBERGER 
Speclal t c  l k z  N m  YORR T r r r ~ ~ ,  

KARACHI, Pakistan, April 13-, ~t is pushing an agrarian pro-( 
Pakist8-n is officially founded on designed to shrink large es- 
the theory that it is a Moslem tates and share the h n d  among1 
state, to be ~m "on Islamic prin- 1 

more and more peasant proprietors. I 
~t the same time, it hopes to de-1 

c i ~ l e s ~ "  -8ccordlng to Prime Min- velop industries e t h  national 1 
ister Liguat Ali Khan. But in's markets that can provide jobs for 
political sense the Koran is being landless workers. 
stretched to fit modern concepts 
and requirements, 
Thus the Finance Minister, 

Ghulam Biuhammed, who some- 
times goes further in the direction 
of Socialist thought than Liaquat 1 
Ali, says: "Economic justice is the 
sine qua non of all social justice 
and is the very foundation of it 
* * *. No truly Islamic state can I 

be feudal *. There is nothing! 
in Islam against the accepbnce of 
the principle of cooperative fam- 
ing. 

"Nationalism in the Western 
sense is repugnant to the spirit of ' 
Islam * "*. In  the economic field 
exploitation in all forms and spec- 
ulation in trade are forbidden. 
Wealth must not be ~llowed to 
concentrate in single hands." 

This Government, lecl by the 
wise little Governor General, 
Khwaja Nazimuddin, a former Ben- 
gali Nawab, Liaquat AIJ and Ghu- 
lam Muhammed, is in no way al- 
lowing theocratic principles to de- 
ter the accornplis~~ment of needed 
aocial ref o m .  
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Zamlndars Ended in East Bengal 
The prevailing system in West 

Pakistan by which IandIords-the 
''Zamindars," who can command 
labor from tenants-is being grad- 
ually terminated. Zamindars have 
already been legally abolished in 
East Bengal, making the cultiva- 
tors directly responsible .to the 
Government, ' which guarantees 
their land tenure as long as they 
pay taxes. 
, The more feudal West; Pakistan 
provinces have enacted aomewhat 
less drastic legislation. National 
policy demands reform and per- 
mits the provincial assemblies to  
enact it. 

As Finance Minister Muhamrned 
told this writer: "From the very 
beginning, despite our troubles we 
have had a three-point policy: tb 
establish a democratic state; to 
benefit the workers and tillers of 
the soil by evolutionary reforms; 
to  modernize agriculture and es- 
tablish home industries." 

He added: "We must end eco- 
nomic serfdom and reduce the hold 
of the rich over the poor, guaran- 
tee a minimum share to  the crop- 
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,per. The Zamindam object. We 
ignore them." 

Likewise, explaining tbe ~ncome 
tax, which in the highest bracket8 
eaches 70 per cent, Mr. Muhammed 

aaid: "The rich howl about M& 
but we do not listen." 

-- - - 

70% 0of ~ u d g s t  for Datenee 
One thing that handicaps r a w  

stan's efforts to .improve her 
economy is the fact that 70 per 
cent of the national budget is spent 
on defense. Some people hold tha t  
if the British ~ommonwealth 
would collectively guarantee the 
territorial integrity of both Paki- 
stan and India, this wasteful fig- 
ure could be pared. 

Palcistan has a fiye-year eco- 
nomic plan that will' coet about 
~250,000,000, It is hoped that for- 
eign loans can b.e obtained to cover 
the dollar and sterling expenditure 
of it. The International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
sent a mission here to study 
planned pl-ojects, and Pakistan ex- 
pects t o  join the International .. . 
3fonetal.y Fund. 1 

It IS hoped that, a3 industries 
expand and the land is shared, the 
threat of communism, especially 
anlong penniless refugees, will 
vanish. One crying need is the 
buiIding of more schools and the 
reduction of the vast illiteracy 
rate. Labor unions are legalIy free 
and have full strike rights, al- 
though some Cabjnet members* feel 
that they "mix too much in poli- 
tics." . . 

When the British devalued the 
pound, Pakistan decided not to al- 
ter th& worth of the mpee, ,which 
irked India. It ' was argukd .here 
that the country was on the thres- 
hold of industrial development re- 
quiring large 'imports of niachinery 
and capital goods. For this, a lower 
rupee would have meant higher 
priccs and initial overcapitaliza- 
tion. The country has remained 
more than self-sufficient In food 
and general price indexes &re fall- 
ing. 

The most critical current eco- 
nomic problem is India's trade 
boycott, which hurts both nations. 
It is widely hoped that the new 
minorities agreement may serve' as 
a step in the direction of the re- 
opening of commercial relatiom. 


